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Examining Ethos in an Online Space
Onision’s Ethos
Onision, a popular “YouTuber” uses a variety of ethos created in his videos to encourage subscribers to his channel after losing their support from a rumor that he abused his ex-wife due to his struggles with depression. However, Onision is a happily re-married man in his twenties who uses his popularity on YouTube as an income to his small family. Onision’s past of self-inflicted therapy, otherwise known as “cutting” due to his depression doesn’t help his accusations. As Onision points out, “Cutting” is the act of slashing oneself with a razorblade in order to “feel better” or to get attention. The internet community was led to believe that his depression correlates with his first wife’s testimony of physical abuse, which resulted in the loss of many subscribers. To challenge those accusations, he used a variety of ethos created in his videos to fix his self-image and change viewer’s opinions of him. If Onision had decided not to act on these accusations, he would have lost financial support for his new family and popularity as a YouTube celebrity from the lack of subscribers to his channel. 
Onision needed his subscribers to know that he was the victim in his divorce. The popular stereotype of an abusive husband was effecting his YouTube channel’s popularity so much that he started to lose funding due to lack of subscribers. Onision tries to explain his perspective of the divorce hopefully convincing the YouTube community to keep their subscriptions by uploading videos explaining how and why his divorce happened, to keep their subscriptions. By directly saying bad things about his ex-wife, he tries to create a “sociopath” ethos for her. In his video titled My Wife Left Me, he creates that ethos for his ex-wife by claiming things like: “I think she did drugs”, “She slept around so much before we were together which is why we never made love, because she got bored of sex”, and “She prioritized the dogs over me. Psychos put animals over humans, so she was a psycho. It’s a good thing a ‘sociopath’ left me”. Each of these quotes from his videos enforces the ethos that his ex-wife is a “sociopath”, which is reinforced with a calm and logical tone to make himself look victimized. Doing drugs looks bad to society, which is why Onision uses this accusation to create a negative ethos against his ex-wife. He also makes his ex-wife look like a whore, sleeping around with many guys leisurely, which is bad in the eyes of society as well. Finally, he makes his ex-wife look inhumane by his claim that she prioritized dogs over her own husband. If Onision convinces his viewers that his wife was a “sociopath”, he successfully creates a victim ethos for himself which helps defend any accusations about his past. This helps to recreate his image as a popular Youtuber and raise popularity among subscribers.
In order to defend his case against his ex-wife’s physical abuse accusations, he creates a “good guy to women” ethos for himself by directly speaking to the female portion of subscribers in a few his videos. In these types of videos he is a sweet, thoughtful, and loveable Onision that would never physically hurt a woman.  He causes his female audience to believe his innocence by focusing on examples of why women are mostly right in their relationships, how every woman is beautiful, and how men are such “douchebags”. In the video titled Truly Beautiful Women, he says cutesy things like “Every woman I’ve met that is beautiful on the inside is fucking gorgeous on the outside”, “I don’t care how perfectly proportionate your face is, how perfect by society standards your boobs are, I don’t give a fuck. If you are an evil bitch your looks count for nothing”, “Is there really such thing as an ugly women? No, all women are beautiful, that’s why they’re the women”, and “If I met a woman with one of the most charming personalities in the world, yet by society’s standards she was considered unattractive, to me she would still be one of the most gorgeous people on earth”. Women in society today believe “good guys” care more about the inside-beauty of a woman, which is the stereotype Onision uses to make himself look good and innocent. This “good guy” ethos Onision creates is further supported by his idea that men are “douchebags”. “Women are natural nurturers, it’s just the way they were designed, just like men who are natural douchebags.” This opinionated claim is vital in winning the female audience’s favor. The ability to segregate himself from the mainstream “douchebag” guys portrays to the female audience that he is different from them. That he is In fact, a “good guy” who would never abuse his wife — especially, after the reinforcing cutesy inner-beauty claims mentioned earlier. Winning the favor of at least the female portion among thousands of subscribers, Onision is credited with security to his family’s finances while also cleaning up any accusations that he physically abused his ex-wife.
	Onision’s past depression didn’t help his divorce case very much, but it does help the depressed people of the YouTube community viewing his videos. Onision uses this to his advantage by making himself appear as an influential role model. One of the videos he made directly speaks to the community of “cutters” called Emo Cutters, is about his story of depression and his rehabilitation. In the video he uses a strong tone, like a leader would, to say things like “If you care so much about hiding how you feel to people, then why don’t you hide those useless cuts of yours?, it’s like holding a gun to your head and saying hey everyone, feel sorry for me but don’t do anything about it because I like the attention” and “If you want help, here’s free fucking counseling, if you don’t want help just keep showing everyone your cuts for attention. If you really wanted help, you would get it because like I said, it’s fucking free”. Onision flat out says that there is no excuse for the cutters to not move on. He accuses them of being greedy attention whores that stupidly cut themselves for no real reason. Despite how blunt Onision is when he says this, he is also very honest. His honesty is a key used to reach out to those “cutters” in need. His ability to build bridges for these “cutters” will persuade them more to seek help and rehabilitate. Onision creates the ethos of a role model among the “cutters” by showing them the way to freedom from their depression. Onision’s willingness to help conveys to the viewers that Onision likes to help people, and truly cares about others’ well-being. This is an additional ethos that is created from his videos that supports a good image. By becoming a role model among the “cutters” he inspires people to change their lives, gains more subscribers that support his good will to help, all while defending his image from any physical abuse accusations from his ex-wife.
Depending on the type of video, each ethos Onision created has different purposes. He made his ex-wife look bad to make himself look good in some, while he envied girls in relationship problems and helped them find their own inner-beauty in others. He tried to help a community of depressed people through his own experiences of depression, despite his past being used against him. All these videos fall into a different type of ethos used to defend himself, or help others.  With each ethos working to defend his case as a gentle husband and a YouTuber worthy of your subscription, the audience can now fairly judge Onision’s character and decide if he is the type of person internet rumors make him out to be.







