Watch the movie “Memento" and answer the following questions in a 750 word response.

1. Describe the main character's disorder.

In the movie “Memento”, the protagonist Leonard Shelby suffers with a disorder called Anterograde Amnesia. What this is, is the inability to create new memories. In his words, he can “only remember things for about five minutes”. Other disorders to consider about Leonard would be the traumatic death of his wife that he’s convinced himself of. As one who cannot remember the own death of his wife, naturally would try and find an answer. The death of his wife created a psychological effect of loneliness in him. Which considerably attributed to the plot. 
 2. Given Leonard's condition, what part of his brain do you think has been injured? Be sure to provide details for your rationale.
I think the prefrontal lobe of his brain has been injured. I think this because it is the area of your brain that holds short term information that can either become “dumped” or processed into long term memory. Another area I believe that was injured on Leonard’s brain was his Sensory Memory. The two main areas of sensory memory that Leonard cannot convert to long term memory is Iconic and Echoic. Leonard took photographs to suffice for the lack in his Iconic memory convergence. As for the audible portion of his sensory memory, he took notes to suffice for his Echoic disability. 
3. Is this an accurate portrayal of this condition? Which aspects seem accurate? Which do not?
 I don’t think the movie is an accurate portrayal to Leonard’s condition. I say this because in the book, “Introducing Psychology”, experiments were done governing the ability to recall information from short term memory. In the experiments, tests of memory were conducted with letters, numbers, and irrelevant information. The experimenters then had the subjects “counts from 100 backwards by 3’s”, After about, 15-20 seconds, the subject recite back the letters and/or numbers given either audibly, or portrayed at the twelfth of the second. This experiment further suggests evidence that this is not an accurate portrayal of Leonard’s condition, because he could remember short term information for up to five minutes in the film. Some aspects that do seem accurate, at least to the extent of my knowledge, was the drive and decisions that Leonard made in the movie. In Leonard’s perspective, his actions all seemed logical, especially given his condition. Refreshing your memory every five minutes would cause anyone to act precautious, defensively, and force you to make decisions without any extent as to what you’re deciding. An example could be choosing an apple or an orange. Both were probably good, but you didn’t know that you had a preference or why either one was better than the other. The lack of information and memory illustrated in the movie was accurate at proving the innocence of Leonard due to his condition.  
4. Choose a concept of memory discussed in your textbook, describe it, and relate how this would apply to the movie.

Once concept of memory I noticed in the movie was the encoding of survival information. Every five minutes Leonard had to assess his situation, find any potential harm to him, and his next action would be either to survive as himself, or conclude his safety as assume any information he picked up on recently was for a different cause. I think the biggest concept of memory discussed in my textbook that would best relate to the movie “Memento” would be one of the “Seven Sins of Memory”, Transience. I argue this to be, because Transience is definitively, “forgetting what occurs with the passage of time”. Every scene progression, and in this specific movie’s case, retrogression, is a loss of information roughly every five minutes for Leonard. Though, not completely accurate in the time span of lost information and how he loses it. Proactive Interference plays a large role in Leonard’s Transience. The information Leonard would receive and accept as “facts” later became distorted. i.e. tattoos, photographs, personal notes in his own handwriting. Taking previous information and applying it to new information corrupts the memory and in this case, irrational assumptions are made and bias is created towards Teddy. An example is the note he wrote to “never believe Teddy’s lies”.  This progressively became worse, leading to the murder of Teddy, his friend that was only trying to help him. The movie is an example of showing how memory can become corrupted by new information stored into our memory, how society should understand the perspective of someone with this disability, and with profitable research, how media is a common acceptance (probably psychological) to society as true; instead of logically and factually approaching the media. 
This movie is rated R for violence, language and some drug content.
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