Is Pornography Harmful?

Read the article Is Pornography Harmful? by Russel and Seto. Answer the following questions. Make sure your responses add up to 750 words. Be sure to include learning theory concepts in your response.
1. What evidence is there that pornography is harmful? 

In the first half of the article Is Pornography Harmful by Russel and Seto, many pieces of evidence are used to support the argument that pornography is harmful factor in the causation of rape. Many experiments and surveys were conducted to support this hypothesis. Researchers first try to decipher the cause of rape. Unable to determine a single cause, they conclude that multiple factors cause the will to rape. Einsiedel said, “Current evidence suggests a high correlation between deviant fantasies and deviant behaviors”. What Einsiedel means is that their evidence suggests there is a relationship between deviant fantasies and deviant behaviors. It only makes sense because those two relate so much. Other evidence is developed when research is done on Males’ internal inhibitions against acting out their desire to rape. “Evidence has shown that 25% to 30 % of males admit that there is some likelihood that they would rape a woman if they would be assured that they would get away with it” They support that evidence with the theory of Women Objectification. The researchers further support the theory with a quote from a rapist. “It was difficult for me to admit that I was dealing with a human being when I was talking to a woman, because=k if you read men’s magazines you hear about your stereo, our car, your chick. Another rapist said, “I wanted this beautiful fine thing and I got it”. Rape myths are also experimented with eh hypothesis that portrayals of women enjoying rape and other kinds of sexual violence can lead to increased acceptance of rape myths in both males and females. After conducting an experiment on rape myths, the researchers found that “after only 10 minutes of exposure to aggressive pornography, particularly material in which m=women are shown being aggressed against, you find male subjects are much more willing to accept these particular pare myths” Researchers also found that “men who were exposed to high amounts or pornography considered rape a less serious crime, that rape sentences should be shorter.” Zillman and Bryant found that “males’ sex callousness toward women was significantly enhanced by pornography”. They also found an “increase in males’ acceptance of male dominance in intimate relationships” Zillman and Bryan conclude that pornography was harmful in the causation of rape.

2. What evidence is there that pornography is not harmful?

In the second half of the article Is Pornography Harmful by Russel and Seto, many pieces of evidence are used to support the argument that pornography is an unharmful factor in sexual aggression. Major government inquires and other scientific studies say” the evidence for a causal link between pornography and sexually aggressive behavior remains equivocal”. They also throw out another fact that “many users of pornography have not committed sexual offenses”. Seto continues to attack with facts in history. “During the 20 years period between 1964 and 1984, as pornography laws became less and less restrictive, the number reported incidents of non-sexually violent crimes increase more than the number of reported incidents of nonsexual violent crimes in any of these countries.” In a study by Carter, he found that” their sample of 26 child molesters used more pornography than their sample of 38 rapists”. This further suggests other confounding factors that may have more of an influence of sexual behavior that pornography. J.V. Becker and Stein reported “160 adolescent sex offenders reported that sexually explicit materials played no role in their crimes”. With surveys, history, and offender quotes out of the way, Seto uses experiments to support his hypothesis. “Meta-analysis showed that exposure to pornography, with or without depictions of violence, increased acceptance of rape myths”. He mentions another noteworthy finding “showing stimuli that depict the female victim aroused during the forced sexual interaction appears to potentiate the effect of pornography on sexual arousal to rape, Malamuth and check found that depiction the victim as aroused but the forced sexual interaction increased men’s beliefs in rape myths. Another study was done by Fisher. His studies found “When given a non-aggressive option, provocation and exposure to violent pornography did not result in physical aggression b most male subjects against the female confederate. Taking a sample of volunteers at a university and students who didn’t volunteer, volunteers were more oriented toward unconventional sexual activities that their nonvolunteer counterparts who believed in less restricted behavior and the use of force. Seto concludes that “a lot of existing pornography research assumes that pornography can have a large effect on attitudes or behavior toward women. This research, therefore, does not control for predisposing factors or the role of other determinants. Other factors such as hypermasculinity, authoritarianism, and erotophilia need to be taken into account”
3. What is your conclusion? Why? 
I think that both make valid points. I do think that for some people, pornography can be an influence in someone’s decision to rape another person. But, I agree more with the side that pornography isn’t as harmful as it’s made out to be. Most of the experiments done to try and prove pornography harmful didn’t take a lot of confounding factors into account as Seto mentioned. I do agree that pornography reinforces the belief in rape myths, but I think there are many other reasons that would lead someone to desire to perform rape. 

4. Do you think scientific studies can inform moral decisions? Why or why not? 
I don’t think scientific studies could inform moral decision because there is so much diversity among different people,that scientific studies still would over generalize. People have different standards, values, and beliefs in what they think is right and wrong to all different extents. Scientific studies may find correlations to some people, but not everyone. That’s why I think it’s unfair to say that pornography is harmful just because a few people out of many viewers (probably) were influenced in some way by pornography. 
